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on westward was at length given by Young, and
in every family of Nauvoo preparations were made
for a journey, unmatched in history since the days
when Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt. The
Saints broke up their cheery homes. They gath-
ered, in their haste, a little food, a few roots and
seeds, a dozen kegs of spirits. Then they yoked
their mules, their oxen, to the country waggons.
Those who were too poor to buy waggons and oxen,
made for themselves trucks and wheel-barrows.
Pressed upon by their foes, they marched away from
Nauvoo, even while the winter was yet hard upon
them, crossing the Mississippi on the ice, and start-
ing on a journey of fifteen hundred miles, through
a country without a road, without a bridge, with-
out a village, without an inn, without wells, cattle,
pastures, and cultivated land. As Elder John
Taylor told me, they left everything behind; their

corn-fields, their gardens, their pretty houses, with

*

the books, carpets, pianos, everything which they
contained. The distance to be conquered by these
emigrants was equal to that from London to
Lemberg, six times that from. Cairo to Jerusalem.
Their route lay through a prairie peopled by
Pawnees, Shoshones, wolves and bears; it was